Carol Service

St Mark's Church, Ninebanks
Z0th December 2024



Welcome and notices — Rev’d Martin Naylor

Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to hear
again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto
Bethlehem and see this thing, which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in
a manger.

Therefore, let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the
glorious redemption brought us by this Holy Child.

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth
and goodwill among all his people, for unity and brotherhood within the
Church he came to build, and especially in these Allen Valleys and the
Diocese of Newcastle.

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in
his name; the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed.
the sick and those that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and
the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love
him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but
upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no man
can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in
the Lord Jesus we are for ever one.

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven,
in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:

All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and
for ever. Amen.

Page 2



May the Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of
everlasting life, and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King
of Angels bring us all.

All Amen.
Carol Booklet No 9 — Good Christian men, rejoice.

Reading |

Genesis 3.8-14 — The Fall.

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time
of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are

you?” He said, ‘| heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid,
because | was naked; and | hid myself.” He said, ‘WWho told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which | commanded you
not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me,
she gave me fruit from the tree, and | ate.” Then the LORD God said to
the woman, ‘What is this that you have done? The woman said, “The
serpent tricked me, and | ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent,
‘Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among
all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all
the days of your life.

Thanks be to God.

Sung by the Choir — The truth from above

Reading 2

Genesis 22.15-18 — The promise to Abraham.

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from

heaven, and said, ‘By myself | have sworn, says the LORD: Because you
have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, | will
indeed bless you, and | will make your offspring as numerous as the stars
of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall
possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have
obeyed my voice.

Thanks be to God.

Carol Booklet No 14 — It came upon the midnight clear.
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Reading 3

Isaiah 9.2,6,7 — The prophecy of the Messiah’s birth.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined.

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon
his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for
the throne of David and his kingdom.

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onwards and for evermore.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Thanks be to God.

Carol Booklet No 32 — The Holly and the lvy.

Reading 4
Micah 5: 2-5 — The Ruler from Bethlehem.

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.

Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labour
has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people
of Israel.

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the
majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the
earth; and he shall be the one of peace.

If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise
against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers.

Thanks be to God.

Sung by the Choir = Infant holy, infant lowly

Reading 5

Isaiah 60: -7, 19 — The Ingathering of the Dispersed.

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen
upon you.

For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but
the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
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Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your
dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to
you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be
carried on their nurses’ arms.

Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of
the nations shall come to you.

A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.

They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of
the LORD.

All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you, the rams of Nebaioth
shall minister to you; they shall be acceptable on my altar, and | will glorify
my glorious house.

The sun shall no longer be your light by day, nor for brightness shall the
moon give light to you by night; but the LORD will be your everlasting
light, and your God will be your glory.

Thanks be to God.

Carol Booklet No 31 — The first Nowell.

Reading 6

Matthew [.18-23 — The birth of Emmanuel.

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph,
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,
planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place
to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’

Thanks be to God.

Carol Booklet No 8 — God rest ye merry, gentlemen.
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Reading 7

Luke 2.8-16 — The shepherds go to the manger.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were

terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I| am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying
in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favours!’

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
Thanks be to God.

Carol Booklet No 27 — See amid the winter’s snow.

Reading 8
Matthew 2.1-1 | — The Magi are led by the star to Jesus.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its

rising and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has been written by the prophet “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over
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the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Thanks be to God.

Carol Booklet No 35 — We three Kings (soloists and congregation).

Reading 9

John I.1-14 — The Incarnation of the Word of God.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Thanks be to God.

Carol Booklet No 19 — O come, all ye faithful.
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Blessing

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance
of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the
Christ child be yours this Christmas; and the blessing of God almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us and all those we love and
pray for this Christmas and evermore.

All Amen.

Everyone is welcome in the church hall after the service, for a warm cuppa and
refreshments.
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