Allendale with Whitfield and Ninebanks
Sunday |1 May 2025 - 4th Sunday of Easter

Hymns

No 297 How sweet the name (v 1,2,3,4)

No 654 The Lord's My Shepherd

The Lord's My Shepherd (Stuart Townend version) - words below
No 249 Great is Thy faithfulness

The Lord’s my shepherd, I'll not want;
He makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
His goodness restores my soul.

And | will trust in You alone,

And I will trust in You alone,

For Your endless mercy follows me,
Your goodness will lead me home.

He guides my ways in righteousness,
And He anoints my head with oil,
And my cup, it overflows with joy,

| feast on His pure delights.

And though | walk the darkest path,

| will not fear the evil one,

For You are with me, and Your rod and staff
Are the comfort | need to know.

Collect

Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: teach us to hear
your voice and to follow your command, that all your people may be
gathered into one flock, to the glory of God the Father.

Genesis 9.8-13

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, | am
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and
with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic



animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of
the ark. | establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh
be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a
flood to destroy the earth.” God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant
that | make between me and you and every living creature that is with
you, for all future generations: | have set my bow in the clouds, and it
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.

Acts 9.36-end

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in
Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity.
At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they
laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples,
who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the
request, ‘Please come to us without delay.” So Peter got up and went
with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs.
All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and
other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter
put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned
to the body and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and
seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then
calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became
known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile
he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.

John 10.22-30

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It
was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of
Solomon. *So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long
will you keep us in suspense!? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’
Jesus answered, ‘l have told you, and you do not believe. The works
that | do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not believe,
because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. |
know them, and they follow me. | give them eternal life, and they will
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my
Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it
out of the Father’s hand. The Father and | are one’



Post Communion

Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good
shepherd, and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again: keep
us always under his protection and give us grace to follow in his steps;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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